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IN RECOGNITION OF RECORDING 
ARTS DAY ON CAPITOL HILL 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 1, 2005 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the success of the first ever Record-
ing Arts Day on Capitol Hill, which was held 
on September 7, 2005. This grassroots advo-
cacy day for music was organized by The Re-
cording Academy, in conjunction with the Re-
cording Arts and Sciences Congressional Cau-
cus, of which I am proud to co-Chair with Rep-
resentative MARY BONO. 

Recording Arts Day brought 20 music asso-
ciations and more than 100 music profes-
sionals to the Hill to discuss a variety of 
issues with Members of Congress, including 
protecting intellectual property rights, bol-
stering music education and emphasizing the 
importance of music preservation. Musicians, 
songwriters, singers, producers and other key 
members of the music community shared their 
experiences and raised awareness of the im-
portant role that the recording arts play in our 
culture and economy. 

Music is one of our country’s greatest and 
largest exports, in addition to touching millions 
of lives around the world. Recording Arts Day 
seeks to ensure that the private and public 
sectors are working together on these causes 
in order to nurture future artists and support 
music. 

Mr. Speaker, I would once again like to rec-
ognize Recording Arts Day and thank The Re-
cording Academy, and its president Neil 
Portnow, for organizing this great event. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROSA PARKS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 26, 2005 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and work of Rosa Parks, a 
pioneer of the civil rights movement, who 
passed away on October 24, 2005. She will 
not soon be forgotten. In a moment of defi-
ance, America’s history forever changed. On 
one December day in 1955, Rosa Parks de-
fied the social injustices that were plaguing the 
United States and made a statement by refus-
ing to surrender her bus seat to a white man. 
This historic day in Montgomery, Alabama 
gave a spark to the civil rights movement. In 
a time and place of great danger, Rosa Parks 

was a leader among those brave individuals 
who sought to overcome racial discrimination 
and bigotry. 

Rosa Parks knew the dangers and potential 
consequences of her actions, but she also had 
a greater sense of what was right and what 
was just. Her passion for freedom and equality 
should serve as an inspiration for generations 
to come, just as it did during the uncertain 
times of the 1950s and 1960s. When she re-
fused to give away her seat, Mrs. Parks was 
not looking for any sort of attention or fame. 
She was simply asserting her fundamental 
rights as a woman and an American that 
serve as the foundation of the United States. 

Today, and forever, we will honor the mem-
ory of Rosa Parks. History will remember her 
as one of the greatest Americans. Rosa Parks 
will forever walk among the heroes of justice 
and freedom. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BOY SCOUT 
TROOP 20 OF THE TOQUA DIS-
TRICT, GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
COUNCIL ON ITS FIFTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 1, 2005 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, every Boy 
Scout of America Troop deserves recognition, 
and I am proud to have many active Troops 
in my District which are making a tremendous 
difference in our communities every day. 

I rise today though to recognize Boy Scout 
Troop 20 of the Toqua District, Great Smoky 
Mountain Council in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Troop 20 is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
this month. 

For half of a century Troop 20 has been 
practicing the outstanding principles of Scout-
ing and making Knoxville a better community. 
I believe every Member of this body shares 
the gratitude I have for this Troop, its leaders 
and scouts, both past and present. 

Troop 20 has actively participated in col-
lecting food goods for the homeless as part of 
the ‘‘Scouting for Food’’ program. The Scouts 
and leaders of this Troop have made count-
less improvements to area churches, parks 
and community facilities. They have assisted 
in many other civic oriented projects and have 
always displayed a sincere desire to serve 
those around them. 

I have had the distinct honor of presenting 
many Scouts of Troop 20 with a United States 
Flag as they are awarded the prestigious 
Eagle Scout designation. Every Scout though 
of Troop 20 has distinguished himself as an 
upstanding member of our community and a 
fine citizen of our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the United States 
House of Representatives join me in saying 
congratulations to Boy Scout Troop 20 for 50 
years of service and distinction. 
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HONORING ROBERT RINGLEIN 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 1, 2005 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today with a heavy heart, as I ask my col-
leagues in the 109th Congress to join me in 
honoring the life and accomplishments of a 
great man and a great friend, Robert Ringlein 
of Swartz Creek, MI, who died October 30. I 
am deeply saddened by this loss, for I have 
known the Ringlein family for many years, and 
count them among my closest friends. 

It has been said that ‘‘death ends a life, not 
a relationship,’’ and this is certainly the case 
with all those who have ever come into con-
tact with Bob Ringlein. Born and raised in my 
hometown of Flint, MI, Bob attended St. 
Mary’s School and St. Mary’s Parish. After 
high school, he enlisted in the United States 
Armed Forces, where he honorably served for 
four years in the U.S. Air Force during the Ko-
rean War. After the war, Bob returned to 
Michigan and began working for General Mo-
tors at Buick Plant # 36. He also joined the 
United Auto Workers, where he strived to do 
whatever he could to ensure that a strong, eq-
uitable, and positive environment existed in 
the workplace and throughout the community. 

Outside of work, Bob was heavily active 
with the Knights of Columbus. For many 
years, he represented Flint Council # 695 with 
distinction, including his time spent as Grand 
Knight. Together with the Knights, Bob was 
constantly at the forefront of campaigns de-
signed to improve the Greater Flint Area, and 
make it a better place in which to live. The ef-
fect they have had, and continue to have on 
a local, state, and national level is tremen-
dous, and I have always appreciated Bob’s 
leadership and insight during these times. 

Bob leaves to cherish and carry on his leg-
acy his wife of nearly 50 years, Marilyn, their 
three daughters Sharon, Kathy, and Teresa, 
and son Christopher. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in offering condolences to the 
family of Mr. Robert Ringlein, and in thanking 
them for sharing him with our community. It is 
people like Bob, who make it their life’s work 
to improve the quality and dignity of life for us 
all, that inspire us to greater efforts. I, along 
with the family and all those who have been 
impacted by Bob will truly miss him greatly. 
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